
2018 reunion was our banquet.  This year we had signifi-

cantly more participants than last year, and we hope 

that continues to grow.  At the banquet we got to share 

time with all of our Gold Star families who attended the 

reunion.  Special thanks to them for showing up!  In 

attendance were Gary, Paula, Tiffany and Chloe Smith,   

Alyssa and Tristyn Gavulic, Lauren Bosch and finally Tim 

and Stacy Officer.  The event wouldn’t have been nearly 

what it was if they weren’t in attendance.  Thanks to the 

sponsors who bought tables.  The sponsors included A 

Better View, MAGs and Harris!  It’s hard to capture that 

night in a few words.  We celebrated, cried and remem-

bered.  I don’t need to sum it up though, I’ll let Tim and 

Tiff do that for me.  Tiffany commented, "The reunion 

was the tangible reminder I wasn’t aware I needed that 

the TACP family is forever.  It was so good for my soul to 

be around the community again and feel a sense of 

pride, brotherhood, and remembrance of our fallen that 

too often is forgotten as we live our day to day life.  To be 

able to spend an entire weekend with old and new 

friends was not only fun, but is now an annual necessity for me.  From 

golfing, to late night/early morning IHOP trips to the memorials and taking 

a 12 gauge to the chin, the TACP reunion was one for the books and I 

can’t wait to do it again next year.”   

Mr. Officer mentioned, “Seeing Brad’s family and listening to Tiffany was 

very moving.  I enjoyed meeting new folks that knew Timmy.  Thank you 

for taking care of us.  We will be going to Washington next year too.”   

 

The 2018 

TACP 

Reunion 

was defi-

nitely one 

to remem-

ber.  We 

kicked 

things off 

on 8 Au-

gust at 0300 in the morning alongside the 13 

ASOS for their annual ascent up Pikes Peak in 

remembrance of our fallen brother Maj David Gray.  

I got to make the climb in the company of Lauren 

Bosch and Alyssa and Tristyn Gavulic.  Alyssa said, 

“It was such a surreal experience to physically 

push ourselves to accomplish the momentous feat 

of climbing Pikes Peak alongside other Gold Star 

Families and fellow TACP’s.  But even more reward-

ing than finally reaching the summit, was the 

privilege of exchanging wisdom and camaraderie 

with those individuals on the climb up.  I wouldn’t 

trade those physically exhausting but mentally and 

emotionally inspiring hours we spent pressing 

forward together for anything in the world.”   

Once we accomplished that feat, we moved on to 

John Knipe’s house for the social.  There isn’t 

anything too much better than hanging out with 40 

of your closest friends (some who just rode in) 

sharing stories and building new memories.  

Day two didn’t have quite the early start as day 

one.  The first event that morning was the memori-

al service, put together by the 13 ASOS to remem-

ber our fallen brothers.  If you didn’t know, there is 

a park in Colorado Springs named Veterans Park 

which has a FAC memorial section.  Inside that 

section there is a memorial specifically for TACPs 

with a list of the names of our killed in action.  At 

the memorial, we listened to former Command 

Chief Timothy Pachasa speak.  I’ll tell you, if you 

didn’t get a chance to see it live, go find it on the 

TACP-A Facebook page.  You will be glad you did! 

Once we wrapped up the memorial, a handful of us 

made our way over to the golf course for what 

turned out to be much more of a “golf 

outing” than a tournament.   

The final day of the reunion was jam 

packed.  This day started with a skeet 

shoot.  Skeet shooting has not been an 

event we have hosted at the reunion in 

the past, but I think it will be moving 

forward!  Lauren Bosch, the daughter of 

Brian Daly, got to shoot a gun for the 

first time.  She was smoking the clay 

pigeons!   

After the shoot, we moved to the 13 

ASOS where Lt. Col Strange and SMSgt 

Meinders took time out of their busy 

schedules to give a “capes brief” and 

provided a tour for the “grey beards” 

and gold star families of the 13 ASOS 

facilities.   

Our time at the 13th ended on a high 

point when we were privileged to pre-

sent to the family of the late SrA Brad 

Smith, a portrait from the American 

Fallen Soldiers Project.  Thanks again to 

Phil and Lisa for the amazing work! and 

We were proud to 

present the Smith 

family with an amaz-

ing portrait of Brad.   
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“Social at Fort Knipe” 

Pictured left to right:  Lauren Bosch, Marcus Mader,  
Alyssa Gavulic, and Tristyn Gavulic 

SAVE THE DATE! 

If you haven’t heard, the 1 ASOG at Joint Base 

Lewis McChord is going to be hosting the reunion 

next year.  The dates are 1-3 August.   

Follow the Facebook, LinkedIn or Instagram pag-

es for updates.  We hope to make next year’s 

event the best to date!   

Thanks again to the Gunslingers of the 13th ASOS 

for the hospitality and helping bring it all together!   

The Smith family with their portrait of Brad. 
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I went in to the Pike’s Peak hike at 

the TACP reunion completely blind 

and with no expectations—I landed 

in Colorado Springs on Tuesday 

night, then got up around 4:00 on 

Wednesday morning ready to take 

on the 12-mile Barr Trail. On my 

way to Colorado I thought about the 

hike, “Oh sure, I can do this, I’ll be 

fine!”. The reality was though, that 

being from Arkansas where I live 

maybe 1,000 feet above sea level, I 

felt like I was going to die about 

halfway up the mountain around 

10,000 feet. Literally, my lungs felt 

like they would burst! I think I only 

survived because of the backpack 

full of Clif bars that Marcus made 

me buy the night before and the 

thought of the van that was going to 

drive me down the mountain once I 

made it to the peak. It all was com-

pletely worth it though, as I got to 

spend the almost ten-hour trek with 

Marcus, Alyssa, and her son Trystan 

talking about my dad (SSgt Brian 

Daly), our experiences being Gold 

Star family members, and getting to 

know each of their personal stories 

as well. My 

dad passed 

away when I 

was really 

young, and 

although I 

have always 

admired him 

and held tight 

to the memo-

ries we had 

together, until 

about four 

years ago I 

really had no 

idea what it 

was that he 

had given his 

life to. The 

TACP reun-

ions have been an incredible way for 

me to connect with who he was: I’ve 

gotten to know exactly what he did for a 

living and why he loved his job so much. 

I’ve been able to develop relationships 

with the TACP guys, their families, and 

other Gold Star sons, daughters, wives, 

and parents and have been welcomed 

into a community that I know will be 

here for me forever. I am so grateful for 

our time together every year and can’t 

wait to see everyone again in Seattle in 

2019!   

 

Features include:  

 Performance fit to avoid blis-

ters 

 Moisture wicking 

 7” secure-cuff tech (no sliding, 

no bunching) 

 Seamless toes and y-stich heal 

for a smooth comfortable feel 

This edition’s featured item is the 

awesome TACP athletic sock from 

Atom Socks. 

Atom socks was founded by a Rang-

er, so they know how important it is 

to take care of your feet!  Their socks 

are specifically designed for military, 

veterans and first responders. 
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Lauren (grey shirt) at the summit of Pikes 

The TACP Athletic Sock 

 Breathable performance 

mesh 

 Reinforced heel and toes 

cushioning  

 Arch Support 

All this for the amazing priced of 

only $13.00! 

To order, visit: 

TACPAssociation.org and click the 

“Shop” tab at the top of the page. 

Lauren at the Clay Shoot 

Remembering SSgt Brian Daly 
SSgt Brian Daly was killed in training on September 4, 1996 while serving as a Military Freefall Instructor at Yuma 
Proving Grounds, AZ. On that day, Brian was performing a day jump with a student. Stored in his right thigh pock-
et on his jumpsuit was a beacon held on with the white dummy cord. This cord was attached to a cotton eyelet 
just above the pocket. Brian and the student fell stable to 4000ft where the Student is required to pull. The in-
structors continue another 1000ft. Instructor cadre jump with a civilian rig that employs a drogue chute. Brian 
grabbed the drogue and deployed it. Looking back to clear the pocket he immediately realized that it was tangled 
up in the beacon lanyard. Brian cut away his main and deployed his reserve, which also got tangled up. Brian was 
found still gripping the lanyard trying to break it free of his suit. The Freefall Terminal building was dedicated to 
him on March 27th, 1999. 
Over his TACP career, SSgt Daly was assigned to support the 82nd Airborne Division and 75th Ranger Regiment. 
He is survived by his parents Pat and Barbara, and his daughter Lauren. 

Perfect item to wear at  
The 8th Annual 24-hour Challenge 

28—29 March 2019 




